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* Introduction
* Sweden

 Higher education in Sweden
* Basics
* Why study in Sweden?
 Study programs

» Scholarships, study fees & visas
* No tuition fees currently
» Scholarship programs

e Research and Innovation
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Liberal democracy with commitment to social
equality and global engagement

Highly internationally minded and English-speaking
population

Beautiful environment with many opportunities to
experience nature

Cities that combine centuries of history with modern,
ecologically friendly lifestyle and cutting-edge
technology and design

Member of the European Union since 1995; has not
been at war since 1814



New immigrant nation — close to 20 percent of
population of foreign origin

Mild summers and cold winters

Home of the Nobel Prize

For more information see www.sweden.se
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These are examples of companies of Swedish origin. Today, some of them are foreign-owned.
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United Kingdom 18%
U.S.A 16%
Spain

Australia

Denmark

France

Germany

Italy



*Around 40% of PHDs do at least one Postdoc.

*Of those, 55-60% work abroad

In many fields, a Postdoc abroad is seen as important for
the future career
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Swedish National Agency for Higher Education

* Provides information and statistics about higher
education

* Recognizing qualifications from abroad
e WWw.hsv.se

National Agency for Services to Universities and
University Colleges

» Handles admissions to study programs on
behalf of HEIs

e WWW.Vhs.se



Sweden’s innovation system

Three major research funding agencies
(basic research)

Swedish Research Council (www.vr.se), Swedish Research Council for Environment,
Agricultural Sciences and Spatial Planning (www.formas.se),
Swedish Council for Working Life and Social Research (www.fas.se)

Coordinating (needs-driven)
research state agency
Five strategic research state foundations Swedish Governmental Agency for Innovation

Systems (Www.vinnova.se)

Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research (www.mistra.orq)
Swedish Foundation for Strategic Research (www.stratresearch.se)
Knowledge Foundation (www.kks.se)

Swedish Foundation for International Cooperation
in Research and Higher Education (www.stint.se)
Swedish Foundation for Health Care Sciences and

Allergy Research (www.vardal.se)

Universities and clusters

Around 40 universities Authorities for evaluation, statistics, analyses,
regional development (and more)
|ndUStria| researCh inStitUtes Institute for Growth Policy Studies (www.itps.se), NUTEK (www.nutek.se),

ALMI (www.almi.se)

Around 30, see www.ireco.se



Sweden is doing fairly well....

Highest share of GNP (3.8%, 2006) for total R&D in the OECD
Total R&D around 18 billion USD

Rated as a top innovative country in Europe (European
Innovation Scoreboard 2007)

Strong university research

Many R&D-focused companies with strong international
presence

Solid Venture Capital infrastructure



...but faces many challenges

Innovation output is to small compared to the R&D funding

Lack of holistic view on the Swedish innovation system, more research than
innovation policy

Lack of venture capital in the very early stages

R&D investments dominated by universities and big private companies
Relatively few research institutes

No tax incentives for private persons to donate money to research

Number of scientific publications and patent applications falling (although from a
high level)

Weak connection between public research funding areas and industry’s needs —
more needs-driven research needed



The Research and Innovation BiIll

Large Research funding increases primarily Universities.
Funding increases to the Research Councils.
Targeted efforts to strengthen Strategic Research in 24
areas primarily within:

— Medicine

— Climate Change research and Sustainable Development

— Technology
Efforts to strengthen Innovation and Technology Transfer.

Reduced taxes for Universities.



Ongoing debates

? Greater autonomy for the universities
? Should state research and innovation funding agencies be merged?
? Changes in academic career paths

? Better conditions for top scientists (including temporary tax breaks for
scientists recruited from other countries)

? Bridging the valley of death between research and the development of
commercially viable products

? How can Globalization be handled better?
? Tax breaks for donations and private research performers

? More active and "intelligent” procurement
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