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Institute of International Education

• America’s largest non profit organization 
promoting international education 
exchange and training

• Founded in 1919 in NYC
• Over 20 offices with 600 staff worldwide
• Serves 18,000 students, teachers, 

scholars, and professionals in 175 
countries annually 

• www.iie.org

What is IIE?

Institute of International Education

• Administers the Fulbright Fellowships on behalf 
of the U.S. Department of State and 200 other 
programs for public and private sponsors

• Manages IIENetwork: a global resource for 
professionals at over 1,000 member institutions

• Provides resources and information on study 
abroad 

• Collects and disseminates data on international 
student mobility via Open Doors and Atlas

IIE’s Perspective on International Student Mobility

Institute of International Education

• IIE collects and publishes student mobility data 
annually in Open Doors, with support from the 
U.S. Department of State
– 58 years of trend data on international students and 

scholars on U.S. campuses 
– 20 years of data on U.S. students abroad

• New data is available     
www.opendoors.iienetwork.org

• Publication available at               
www.iiebooks.org

Open Doors Report on International 
Educational Exchange

Institute of International Education

International Students 
in the United States

Recent Trends from IIE’s Open 
Doors Report 2008

Institute of International Education
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The number of international students in the U.S. increased 7% in 
2007/08 to a record high of 623,805 international students.

Total Enrollment, 2007/08
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New Enrollment, 2007/08

New international student enrollment increased 10% to 173,122 in 
2007/08, following increases of 10% and 8% the previous two years.
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Places of Origin, 2007/08 Top Places of Origin, 2007/08
Students from the   

top 5 places of origin 
comprise 49% of all 
international students

Notable increases:  
India 13%, China 20%, 
South Korea 11%,  
Saudi Arabia 25%, 
Nepal 15%, Vietnam 
45%

2007/08 %
Rank Place of Origin 2006/07 2007/08 % of Total Change

WORLD TOTAL 582,984 623,805 100.0 7.0
1 India 83,833 94,563 15.2 12.8
2 China 67,723 81,127 13.0 19.8
3 South Korea 62,392 69,124 11.1 10.8
4 Japan 35,282 33,974 5.4 -3.7
5 Canada 28,280 29,051 4.7 2.7
6 Taiwan 29,094 29,001 4.6 -0.3
7 Mexico 13,826 14,837 2.4 7.3
8 Turkey 11,506 12,030 1.9 4.6
9 Saudi Arabia 7,886 9,873 1.6 25.2
10 Thailand 8,886 9,004 1.4 1.3
11 Nepal 7,754 8,936 1.4 15.2
12 Germany 8,656 8,907 1.4 2.9
13 Vietnam 6,036 8,769 1.4 45.3
14 United Kingdom 8,438 8,367 1.3 -0.8
15 Hong Kong 7,722 8,286 1.3 7.3
16 Indonesia 7,338 7,692 1.2 4.8
17 Brazil 7,126 7,578 1.2 6.3
18 France 6,704 7,050 1.1 5.2
19 Colombia 6,750 6,662 1.1 -1.3
20 Nigeria 5,943 6,222 1.0 4.7

Place of Origin Trends, 2000–2007
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U.S. States and Regions

The top 5 host states (California, New York, Texas, Massachusetts and 
Illinois) hosted 43% of international students in 2007/08.
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U.S. Host Institutions
International students tend to be concentrated in a relatively small 
number of large research institutions.
55% of international students were enrolled at the 153 institutions
hosting over 1,000 international students.
The top 20 host institutions hosted 16% of all international students.42%

Institutions with 
<1,000 

International 
Students

1,560

342,337
(55%)

153

281,468
(45%)
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Total Students:
623,805

Total Institutions:
1,713

Institutions Hosting Fewer than 1,000
International Students

Institutions Hosting 1,000 or More
International Students

Top 10 Host Institutions, 2007/08

Rank Institution State Total
1 University of Southern California CA 7,189
2 New York University NY 6,404
3 Columbia University NY 6,297
4 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign IL 5,933
5 Purdue University - Main Campus IN 5,772
6 University of Michigan - Ann Arbor MI 5,748
7 University of California - Los Angeles CA 5,557
8 University of Texas - Austin TX 5,550
9 Harvard University MA 4,948
10 Boston University MA 4,789

TOP 10 TOTAL (9% of all int’l students) 58,187

Types of Institutions

Doctorate institutions
host the largest 
number of international 
students (60% of the 
total).

Master’s institutions
saw the largest 
percentage increase 
this year.
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Fields of Study
33% of international students are studying in the fields of Business & 
management and Engineering, the top 2 fields of study.

Math &
Computer

8%
Arts
6%

Health
5%

Intensive
 English
      5%

Engineering
17%

Other 11%

Agriculture 2%
Humanities 3%

Education 3%

Physical & Life 
Sciences 9%

Business & 
Management

19%
Undeclared 3%

Social Sciences 
9%

Financial Contributions: Over $15 billion
U.S. Department of Commerce analysis: $15.7 billion
NAFSA-sponsored economic impact analysis using Open Doors
enrollment data: $15.5 billion
Almost two-thirds of international students rely primarily upon personal 
and family funds to pay for their studies.

Personal & 
Family
62%

U.S. College or
University

26%

Current 
 Employment

5%

Home Gov't/
University 3%

Other U.S. Source 
2%

Other Foreign & 
Int'l Sources 2%

Other
12%

Fall ’08 Online Survey: Confirms more increases in 
new international enrollments at 800 U.S. campuses

Overall: 
55% report increases
19% report declines

Institutions hosting over 
1,000 foreign students:
81% report increases
7% report declines

Newly Enrolled International Students 
Fall 2008 vs Fall 2007
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Newly Enrolled Int'l Students Fall 2008 vs Fall 2007 Institutions 
with more than 1,000 intl students
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International Scholars in the U.S.

U.S. campuses reported hosting 106,123 international scholars in 
2007/08, an increase of 8% over the previous year.
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International Scholars: Places of origin
51.4% of all international scholars come from the top 5 places of origin.

Rank Place of Origin Total % of total
% change 

from 06/07
1 China 23,781 22.4 18.0
2 India 9,959 9.4 9.0
3 South Korea 9,888 9.3 6.4
4 Japan 5,692 5.4 2.4
5 Germany 5,269 5.0 4.6
6 Canada 4,758 4.5 8.2
7 France 3,802 3.6 6.0
8 Italy 3,273 3.1 4.0
9 United Kingdom 2,823 2.7 -1.9
10 Spain 2,320 2.2 5.8

International Scholars: Fields of specialization

Top four fields are 
STEM fields

STEM fields account 
for 69% of all scholars

The top fields have 
remained steady over 
the past decade

Field of Specialization
% of Int'l 
Scholars

Biological and Biomedical Sciences 22.6
Health Sciences 18.3
Engineering 13.2
Physical Sciences 12.5
Agriculture 4.2
Social Sciences & History 4.0
Business and Management 3.7
Computer and Information Sciences 3.4
Mathematics 2.4
Other 15.7

Intensive English Programs in the U.S.

54,487 international students were enrolled in Intensive English
programs in 2007, a 21% increase over the previous year. 
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IEP: Regions of Origin

IEP: Regions of Origin, 2007

Asia, 62%
Europe, 12%

Latin America, 11%

Middle East, 13%

Africa, 2%

Other, <1%

IEP Trends 2007: Countries of Origin 

Continued 
increases from 
Korea, Saudi Arabia
Large increases 
from China, Turkey, 
Vietnam
Small increases 
from Japan, after 
years of decline

LEADING PLACES OF ORIGIN OF IEP STUDENTS, 2007

Place of 2006 Total 2007 Total % Change

Rank Origin Students Students 2006-2007

WORLD TOTAL 45,167 54,487 20.6

1 Korea, Republic of 10,026 12,586 25.5

2 Japan 7,453 7,917 6.2

3 Saudi Arabia 5,047 6,117 21.2

4 Taiwan 4,748 5,926 24.8

5 China 1,461 3,134 114.5

6 Brazil 1,572 2,177 38.5

7 Turkey 969 1,519 56.8

8 Thailand 975 1,279 31.2

9 Vietnam 517 1,099 112.6

10 France 1,008 976 -3.2
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U.S. Trends in a Global 
Perspective

Institute of International Education

Project Atlas: Tracking Global Student Mobility

http://atlas.iienetwork.org

Source: OECD Education at a Glance 2007 

Worldwide, there were over 2.9 million international students in 2006, 
a 3% increase over the previous year.
By 2025, almost 8 million students are projected to be studying 
outside their home country.

Worldwide: A Growing Pie
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All others
28%

Germany 8%

Australia 7%

France 8%

U.K. 13%

China 7%
Canada

5%
Japan

4%

U.S.
20%

In 2007, the U.S. hosted 20% of international students worldwide.

Global Share of International Students

EducationUSA: 
Promoting U.S. Higher 
Education Worldwide

Promoting U.S. Higher Education Worldwide

EducationUSA Advising
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State 
Global network of 450 advising centers
Guidance to prospective students on study opportunities

Regional Educational Advising Coordinators (REACs)
Provide leadership and educational advising expertise

U.S. Department of State
Cooperative agreements for Advising and REAC administration
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Explore opportunities abroad
Understand foreign educational system
Connect with foreign universities & ministries of education

Recruit qualified international students
Recruitment events & college fairs

Admit and Retain
Verify recognition of foreign institutions
Identify foreign government and privately -funded scholarships
Pre-departure preparation
Student visa interview preparation

Serving U.S. Higher Education

EducationUSA.state.gov
REAC & Adviser contact information
Country profiles

Visit EducationUSA centers
Alumni

Virtual visits
Link to EducationUSA on your website

Connect with EducationUSA

US-based Training Program
usbt@collegeboard.com 

International Education Conferences

Pre- & Post- Conference Campus visits 
educationusa@state.gov 

Regional Conferences
Mexico City, September 2009
Africa 2010
Europe 2010

Participate in Adviser Professional Development

Reach 170 Countries

Send a 2-paragraph
Scholarship or Program

announcement to 

EducationUSA@state.gov

Subscribe to 
EducationUSA HEI E-News

Email your 
name, title and institution to

EducationUSA@state.gov

http://educationusaconnections.iienetwork.org

Shannon Bishop, Managing Editor
sbishop@iie.org
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THANK YOU!

Institute of International Education

IIE’s Print Resources
Available at IIEBooks.org:
• Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange
• Funding for United States Study
• IIEPassport: Study Abroad Directories
• IntensiveEnglishUSA: Language Programs in the U.S.
• IIENetwork Membership Directory
• Global Education Research Reports
• IIE Study Abroad White Papers 

By Subscription:
• IIENetworker Magazine: The International Education 

Magazine. 
• Spring 2009 Theme: “International Education in the Middle East”
• Fall 2009 Theme: “International Education in Asia”

IIE’s Online Resources for International Education
• www.iie.org IIE Homepage

• www.iienetwork.org Resources for International Educators

• www.opendoors.iienetwork.org Academic Mobility Data to and from the U.S.

• www.atlas.iienetwork.org Project Atlas: Global Student Mobility

• www.iiebooks.org IIE’s Online bookstore

• www.iiepassport.org IIE’s directory of over 7,000 study abroad programs

• www.IntensiveEnglishUSA.org IIE’s directory of intensive English language programs

• www.FundingUSStudy.org  Funding for U.S. Study: A guide for international students

• www.fulbrightonline.org Fulbright Program Website


