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Fast Facts

e Embassy/Consular AGency/.
StatIStICS and Trends Consulate/Consular Section

Over: 8,000 consular officers worldwide
Average intenviews 3/ tor 5 minutes

90% of posts have overallwait timesiless
than 30/ days

S0 new consular positions worldwide
since September 2001

97% of gualified applicants receive visas
within: two days
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Student Visa Issuances 2002-2007

Statistics and Trrends

EYO7: Highest number of E/V/Js
(651.,000) issued ever

u 10.2%) increase: since EY: 2006

a 16%% more than FY 2001

= Recordlissuances in China (402%increase))
lndia (40% increase)), Kerea

OF Visas BJ Visas OM Visas
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Policy: Update

\Web-based application
Unified appeintment system
Online fiee payment
Tien-print collection
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Wihen To Apply:

=1 & V-1 students cam apply: up
to 120 days hefore the “Report
Date” listed oni their Form 1-20

J-1no regulatory: defined
timeframe for application
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The Visa Interview
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\/isa Application: Process

i
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How to Begin

Contact Nearest Consulate for an
Appointment

s Almost alllapplicants: must be interviewed

n Studentsiand schoelars should be receiving
an expedited’ appointment:

Appointment wait time andi processing time
infermation available at
www. travel.state.gov.
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Preparing for the Intenview.

Prepare the applicant

= Thelinterviewi s a conversation

s Burden|of preofis on the applicant

= Alent' applicant; toranythingl unusualin their case
IHOW. 10 contactius

= [Have the applicant bring any: additional infermation
to thelinteniew,

» Check Embassy/’s website for contact infermation
= Not always poessible te discussi case befarehand
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Student/Scholar Visa
Qualifications

Visa Requirements - INA 101al5

Intent to Return (most
applicants)

Financial ability

Full course of study (for students)

Language ability

SEVIS: Consular View.

Three Possible Outcomes

Approved

Refused

Pending
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Consular Officers Must Consider:

Presumption of Immigrant Intent
Quialification under the law

Each case on its own merits

And if applicable:

= Cultural/Religious norms

= Economic and immigration trends
= Fraud trends
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Renewals
Same requirements as initial application

(including clearances)
May be possible to waive interview

May not need a new visa, even if changed
schools

Vast majority are approved

May apply in Canada/Mexico (check with
post)

Special Clearances

Country ofi Birthor Citizenship

NSEERS

Country-based requirements
Persenal’ Infe/Characteristics of
Applicant

Database: check

Information from inteniew;

Fields of Study’ or Research
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Hits and Clearances

Visa lLoekeut Accountability: Offficers
MUST address; hits; before issuing

Ofificersi CANNOI issue a visel if they are
Waiting fie) a rEsSpPenSE 6Nl & Case

Contacting Us

Specific visa case: (202) 663-1225
Generallinfo:
Walt times/reciprocity/:

Meet with us when you' travel
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Additional Reseurces
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Questions?




